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Missions

in Scandinavia. The Slavs were evangelized
in 861 by Cyril and Methodius of the Greek i
Church, which also reached the Austrian and i
Russian Slavs in the tenth and eleventh cen-
turies; and the conversion of Europe was
nearly completed by the baptism cf Vladimir
of Russia and his people in 9S3.

Modern Protestant missions are usually
said to date from the beginning of the
eighteenth century. In 1649, under Cromwell,
the Corporation for the Propagation of ike
Gospel in New England was formed. John
Eliot, the apostle of the North American In-
dians, was connected with this corporation.
The British Society for the Propagation oj
ike Gospel, founded in 1701, to minister to
English settlers beyond the seas and to prop-
agate the gospel among the heathen, soon
undertook a definite work among the Indians
and Negroes of North America. Since the
early years of the nineteenth century the
growth of missionary societies both in num-
bers and influence has been enormous, while
the last quarter of a century has witnessed
a remarkable change in methods for the
prosecution of missionary enterprise. In the
mission field of today the work is of several
fairly distinct types or classes: evangelistic,
industrial, medical, literary, and educational.

Industrial missionary work has proved of j
inestimable worth in promoting the idea of
the dignity of labor, in advancing mcral in-
tegrity, in raising the standard of living, in
enabling students to support themselves while
acquiring an education, and in making pos-
sible the self-support of native churches. It
differs greatly with the region in which it is
carried on. Medical work has shown a tre-
mendous growth, and exerts an irresistible
appeal even where evangelistic work finds
little sympathy. More than 1,700 hospitals
and dispensaries are maintained by Protes-
tant missions in the foreign field and over
2,500,000 patients are treated annually.

To disseminate a knowledge of the Word
of God as the basis of a sure and intelligent
faith, the translation of the Bible into the
vernacular is necessary, and books and tracts
must also be prepared. At the present time
the Protestant mission presses issue annually
over 500,000,000 pages of Christian literature.
The various Bible Societies give valuable co-
operation in this department of mission work.
In India the first Protestant missionaries were
the Anglican chaplains sent out by the East
India Company in the latter part of the
seventeenth century. In 1830 Alexander Duff
was sent out by the Established Church of

Scotland. He started what was then a new
missionary policy by providing schools in
which a liberal education was offered to
those who would receive Christian instruc-
tion at the hands cf missionaries. The Amer-
ican Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions sent their first missionaries to India
in 1812.

Medical missions in India, in the modern
sense, date from 1783, when John Thomas, a
ship's surgeon, commenced missionary work
in Bengal. He later accompanied William
Carey, the founder of the Baptist Missionary
Society. In 1852 the London Missionary So-
ciety sent out Dr. Leitch and about the same
time the American Board sent Dr. John
Scudder to Ceylon and later to Madras. In
Ceylon the Dutch strove to establish the Re-
formed faith about the middle of the seven-
teenth century. Early in the nineteenth cen-
tury (1812) the Baptist Missionary Society
sent a missionary to Colombo, and soon
afterward Wesley an, American Baptist, and
Episcopalian missionaries arrived. The be-
ginning of Protestant missions in China took
place with the arrival of Robert Morrison, a
representative of the London Missionary So-
ciety sent out in 1807. He labored unceas-
ingly, and practically alone, for twenty-seven
years, doing a large amount of Kterary work
and establishing a dispensary over which he
placed a qualified Chinese practitioner, and
by 1850 there were at least a dozen Protes-
tant missionary societies at work in China.
One of the most important missionary agen-
cies in China is the undenominational China
Inland Mission, organized in 1865. Many
universities and colleges have been founded
in China. In no field have medical mission*
done more for the Christian faith.

The establishment of Protestant missions
hi Japan followed the signing of treaties
made by America, England, and France 'with
Japan in 1858. The nest year the Protestant
Episcopal Church in America sent two of
its clergy to Nagasaki, and these were fol-
lowed by representatives of the Presbyterian,
Dutch Reformed, and American Baptist
churches. The early Japanese Christians suf-
fered severe persecution, but by 1873 this
virtually ceased and Christian teaching was
allowed to go forward unmolested. Christian
progress in Japan has been evidenced by the
formation of independent, self-governed
churches. Doshisha College in Kyoto and St.
Paul's in Tokyo are examples of splendid
missionary effort.

Christianity in Korea has made rapid ad-